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Environmentally certified Snæfellsnes (nesvottun.is) 
Shared sustainability policy 

The five municipalities in 
Snæfellsnes have been awarded 
environmental certification by the 
EarthCheck organisation.  

• The certification was initially 
achieved in 2008 after extensive 
preparations.  

• Maintaining the certification 
requires continuous improvements 
in environmental and community 
issues.  

Work on continuous improvements in 
their own performance in 
environmental, economic and 
community issues, taking into account 
EarthCheck reference reports for the 
area. 

• Ensure that the local labour force, 
goods and services enjoy priority. 

• Guests in the area are encouraged to 
lend the municipalities a hand and 
support the project by taking the 
environment and community into 
account in all respects in their travels 
in the area. 
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Snæfellsnes regional park 

www.snaefellsnes.is 

Hvernig gerum við okkur mat úr þeim...? 

 

Project owners : 

 

5 municipalities, associations of: 

tourism, agriculture, owners of fishing 

boats  

+ trade union in Snæfellsnes 





Aproach 

• Spirit of place, use that in innovation and all work 

• Different sectors work together 

• Sustainability 

• Infrastructure 

• One “brand” for Snæfellsnes 

• Connect people, projects and communities 

• Innovation 

• Cooperation 



Regional 
park 
staff 

Part time jobs 
from “others” 

volunteers 

Information 

Connect people 

Develop 
ideas 

Train and 
inform 

Plan 
events 

Branding 

Finance 



 
 
 
 

Recent development:  
 
The population is getting older  

Limited diversity in employment opportunities  

Rapid growth in tourism  

Increasing enthusiasm for sustainability, social 
responsibility and food traceability 

Innovation with in existing companies and “traditional” 
sectors 



Sögufylgja.is, sími: 8482339 
We want to shape the future.. 



Responsible tourism - Local authorities 

 

• Based on experience with planning and economic development in 
sparsely populated municipalities  

• Same challenges everywhere, what are proven solutions?  

• The comprehensive approach at the grass-roots level is a key feature 

• Important to have a clear methodology that links with major policy 
efforts (e.g. the European Landscape Convention), with efficient tools  

• The planning power; regional and areal plans 



Broad cooperation of all parties involved seen as 
key to success  
 

 

• Extensive public participation in 
all stages, to ensure real change 
management  

 

• More fertile ground for local 
entrepreneurs in all sectors  

• More opportunities, especially 
for young people  

• Accessible resources for 
interpretation, marketing and 
branding  

• Stronger self image of the local 
communities  

• Greater awareness of local 
assets  

• Healthier local economy with 
sustainable demography  



Founders´ council  

Steering group  

Working groups 

  



Ongoing projects: 



Scotland 2016 Erasmus + 







Branding 

Snæfellsness 

Key Words 

Key Areas 

Key Sectors 

Key Symbols 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

snæfellsk 

Experience 

snæfellsk 

Geology 

snæfellsk 

Coast Culture 



Spirit of place 



 Work with the spirit of Snæfellsnes 



 

Travelling in Snæfellsnes 



 

Food in Snæfellsnes 



... innblástur fyrir mannvirkjagerð og umhverfismótun  



... og innblástur fyrir vöruhönnuði, listamenn, handverksfólk, grafíska 
hönnuði, markaðsfólk o.fl. ... 



Planning for tourism 



Colors and patterns in Snæfellsness 



Key people 

Sveitarfélögin: 

• Eyja- og Miklaholtshreppur: Eggert Kjartansson oddviti og Halldór frá Þverá.  

• Grundarfjarðarbær: formaður eigendaráðs er Eyþór Garðarsson forseti 
bæjarstjórnar og  annar fulltrúi er Rósa Guðmundsdóttir, bæjarfulltrúi.       

• Helgafellssveit: Jörundur Svavarsson. Ekki vitað hver er hinn fulltrúinn.  

• Snæfellsbær: Aðalmaður er Kristín Björg Árnadóttir, forseti bæjarstjórnar og 
formaður framkvæmdastjórnar og  

 Kristinn Jónasson bæjarstjóri. 

• Stykkishólmsbær: Sturla Böðvarsson, bæjarstjóri og Ragnar M. Ragnarsson, 
bæjarfulltrúi.   

Aðrir samstarfsaðilar:  

• Búnaðarfélag Eyrarsveitar: Hallur Pálsson, Naustum, formaður búnaðarfélagsins.  

• Búnaðarfélag Staðarsveitar: Þórunn Hilma Svavarsdóttir, bóndi, Neðri-Hóli. 

• Búnaðarfélag Eyja- og Miklaholtshrepps: Þröstur Aðalbjarnarson, Stakkhamri, 
formaður félagsins. 

• Ferðamálasamtök Snæfellsness: Þorkell Símonarson, Langaholti, úr stjórn 
samtakanna. 

• Snæfell, félag smábátaeigenda á Snæfellsnesi: Örvar Már Marteinsson, úr stjórn 
félagsins. 

• Starfsmannafélag Dala- og Snæfellsnessýslu (SDS): Helga Hafsteinsdóttir, formaður 
SDS. 

 



















Shape the future 



More information 

Ragnhildur Sigurðardóttir 

ragnhildur@snaefellsnes.is 

www.snaefellsnes.is 

mailto:ragnhildur@snaefellsnes.is



